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Puyallup voters will be asked to consider 
a $273 million high school bond mea-
sure on the November 5, 2019 general 
election ballot. The funds would be used 
to improve safety and security, provide 
additional classroom space, and meet 
current educational specifi cations for 
instructional spaces at Puyallup, Rog-
ers, Emerald Ridge, and Walker high 
schools.

The Bond Advisory Committee provid-
ed a fi nal report to the Puyallup School 
Board last June and the board voted 
unanimously in July to place the bond 
measure on the November ballot. 

Cost to taxpayers
The total bond and levy cost to home-
owners is currently $4.31 per $1,000 of 
assessed property value. Passage of the 
bond would increase this rate by four 
cents to $4.35 in 2020.

Safety and security
The aging high school buildings were 
not built with some of today’s security 
concerns in mind. Safety and securi-
ty measures have been installed at the 
junior high and elementary schools in 
the past few years that are not possible 
with some current high school confi gu-
rations. For example, all elementary and 
junior high schools have automatic door 
locks and buzz-in entry systems.

Of particular interest is to signifi cant-

ly reduce the entry points while high 
school classes are in session. Limiting 
public access to a single point of entry 
will mitigate risk on campus and provide 
a more secure learning environment. 

Educa� onal programs
Not all classroom space is created 
equal.

Specifi c educational programs have cer-
tain classroom requirements for things 
like extra space, power, technology, 
machinery, chemicals, and movement of 
students within the room.

The reality is, as the district has grown 
over the past 30 years, educational pro-
grams and the critical skills and knowl-
edge students need for post-high school 
success have evolved. In some cases, 
standard classrooms no longer meet the 
needs required for the success of key 
programs. 

The district has been creative in making 
some programs work in classrooms that 
were not designed for them. One exam-
ple is the Nursing Assistant Certifi cation 
program launched at Puyallup, Rogers, 
and Emerald Ridge last year. This excit-
ing new program is a fi rst step towards 
a career in health services for many 
students. It is regulated by the nurs-
ing commission, and there are specifi c 
classroom environment requirements to 
mimic industry standards. Currently, 

the number of students per class is lim-
ited by space in the classroom.

The bond would fund the construction of 
large science labs at Puyallup and Rog-
ers confi gured to provide students the 
same opportunities as those at Emerald 
Ridge. Walker High School would receive 
a science classroom with lab stations.

The Emerald Ridge science lab was 
designed as a state-of-the-art learning 
facility for students when built in 2000. 

The sweeping 4,000 square foot room 
boasts four color-coded areas where 
multiple classes can learn at the same 
time. Students enter and exit the lab 
through doors that lead directly to the 
area they are assigned for the period. 

The high schools have outgrown the 
space needed for physical education and 
athletics. The benefi ts of the bond would 
impact every high school student en-
rolled in a fi tness class as well as ath-
letes.

Addi� onal classroom space
Enrollment in Puyallup schools K-12 
increased by approximately 2,000 stu-
dents between Oct. 2012-2018. The time 
is now to expand high schools to acco-
modate the increased number of stu-
dents that will transition from elemen-
tary to secondary in the coming years.

See Frequently Asked Questions on page 2.

       Increasing safety and security at all four high schools
Voters asked to decide on November ballot
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There is a great deal to celebrate in the There is a great deal to celebrate in the 
Puyallup School District this fall!Puyallup School District this fall!

The most obvious of the items to cele-The most obvious of the items to cele-
brate are the opening of four new ele-brate are the opening of four new ele-
mentary school buildings (Northwood, mentary school buildings (Northwood, 
Sunrise, Firgrove, and Dessie Evans) Sunrise, Firgrove, and Dessie Evans) 
which all welcomed students for the fi rst which all welcomed students for the fi rst 
day of school September 4. All of these day of school September 4. All of these 
projects were completed on time and on projects were completed on time and on 
budget and will be a great asset to the budget and will be a great asset to the 
community for many decades into the community for many decades into the 
future.future.

The construction projects have been The construction projects have been 
so successful, and the stewardship of so successful, and the stewardship of 

the bond funds so meticulous, that the the bond funds so meticulous, that the 
district is going to be able to complete district is going to be able to complete 
several other school and support proj-several other school and support proj-
ects which were not anticipated when ects which were not anticipated when 
the community was fi rst asked to sup-the community was fi rst asked to sup-
port the measure. You can learn more port the measure. You can learn more 
about these capital projects on the dis-about these capital projects on the dis-
trict website.trict website.

One-to-one computer devices for stu-One-to-one computer devices for stu-
dents in grades 4-12 and access for our dents in grades 4-12 and access for our 
younger students as tools for enhancing younger students as tools for enhancing 
teaching and learning marks a four-year teaching and learning marks a four-year 
project that is now a reality in our Puy-project that is now a reality in our Puy-
allup schools. These devices, in combi-allup schools. These devices, in combi-
nation with the outstanding instruction nation with the outstanding instruction 
by our teachers, are provided to make by our teachers, are provided to make 
certain students from our community certain students from our community 
are prepared for any post-secondary op-are prepared for any post-secondary op-
portunity they may choose.portunity they may choose.

Over the last six years, Puyallup schools Over the last six years, Puyallup schools 
have grown by nearly 2,000 students. Af-have grown by nearly 2,000 students. Af-
ter several years of careful planning, our ter several years of careful planning, our 
Highly Capable Program in the elemen-Highly Capable Program in the elemen-
tary (QUEST) has expanded to nearly tary (QUEST) has expanded to nearly 
double its previous size. The junior high double its previous size. The junior high 

program (PAGE) has now expanded from program (PAGE) has now expanded from 
one location to three — one in each of one location to three — one in each of 
the three academic regions. Students in the three academic regions. Students in 
junior high school have access to Ad-junior high school have access to Ad-
vanced Placement courses, and students vanced Placement courses, and students 
in all three comprehensive high schools in all three comprehensive high schools 
have the opportunity to partake in the have the opportunity to partake in the 
internationally recognized Advanced internationally recognized Advanced 
Placement Capstone Program.Placement Capstone Program.

This year the emphasis on early learn-This year the emphasis on early learn-
ing will mean that new programs run ing will mean that new programs run 
by the district and in cooperation with by the district and in cooperation with 
partner entities (such as Right At School partner entities (such as Right At School 
preschool) will support the preparation preschool) will support the preparation 
of students for entry into kindergarten. of students for entry into kindergarten. 
Getting our students off to a great start Getting our students off to a great start 
is the very best investment we can make is the very best investment we can make 
as a community and helps a child ex-as a community and helps a child ex-
perience success in their education and perience success in their education and 
beyond.beyond.

Thanks to the support of our wonderful Thanks to the support of our wonderful 
Puyallup community, there are many Puyallup community, there are many 
positive accomplishments now in place positive accomplishments now in place 
in our schools and for our students. in our schools and for our students. 
Thank you!Thank you!

The following are some frequently asked 
questions about the proposed $273 mil-
lion High School Facility Improvements for 
Safety, Security, and Growth bond mea-
sure that will appear on the November 5, 
2019 general election ballot.

What is a school bond?
A bond pays for capital projects such 
as new school construction, renovation, 
replacement, and other school improve-
ments. The last voter-approved school 
bond in 2015, for example, paid for con-
struction of the new Dessie F. Evans Ele-
mentary, rebuilding of Firgrove, Sunrise, 
and Northwood elementary schools on site, 
a 12 classroom addition at Hunt, and a 
remodel of Pope Elementary. 

What criteria did the Bond Advisory Com-
mi� ee use for recommending bond proj-
ects for a future bond package?

  1)  Safety and security
  2)  Building conditions
  3)  Educational programs
  4)  Regional Plan
  5)  Projected growth
  6)  State match availability

Puyallup High School
  • Safety and security focus
  • Consolidate campus to “one building”
  • Add capacity to accommodate 2,000 
     students
  • Added parking and vehicular access
  • Improve health fi tness/athletic facilities
  • Program improvements: CTE, Special 
     Education, Science
  • New library, expanded commons, ex-
     panded main offi ce and student services
  • New main gym, auxiliary gym, weight 
     room, locker rooms

Emerald Ridge High School
  • Safety and security focus
  • 15 new general education classrooms
  • Two science rooms
  • Expand the commons
  • Digital Media Center (new library) 
  • Conference rooms, storage, restrooms, 
     and support spaces as part of the     
     classroom addition
  • Auxiliary gym, weight room, gymnastics 
     facility
  • Two new tennis courts

Rogers High School
  • Safety and security focus
  • Connect the existing buildings and 
     provide new fencing at the main entry 
     and campus perimeter that encloses 
     exterior circulation
  • 13 new general education classrooms
  • New Special Education facilities, sci-
     ence lab, nursing and photography
  • Added storage and seating capacity to 
     the auditorium
  • Expand the existing physical educa- 
     tion facilities with the addition of an 
     auxiliary gym, weight room, restrooms, 
     and six new tennis courts

Walker High School
  • New addition: 12,500 square feet
  • New science lab, library space, art room 
     remodel
  • Addition includes commons/cafeteria
  • New entrance vestibule, video buzz-in 
     system
  • CTE spaces, photo lab, student store, 
     health/fi tness facility
  • Health fi tness covered structure

continued on page 3

Puyallup High School 
proposed bond improvements

Rogers High School
proposed bond improvements

Frequently Asked Ques� ons: Proposed High School Bond Projects
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Frequently Asked Questions
(continued from page 2)

Why does the school district need a school Why does the school district need a school 
bond elec� on now?bond elec� on now?

Puyallup School District considers stu-
dent safety and security one of its highest 
priorities. The district currently maintains 
three comprehensive high schools and one 
alternative high school that are overcrowd-
ed, experiencing growth, have aging infra-
structure, and need modernization and 
improved security.

Safety and securitySafety and security
The goal is to provide instruction for high The goal is to provide instruction for high 
school students in one building where school students in one building where 
there are fewer entry points unlocked and there are fewer entry points unlocked and 
increase control of entryways. For exam-increase control of entryways. For exam-
ple, there are 67 exterior doors at Puyallup ple, there are 67 exterior doors at Puyallup 
High School, 64 exterior doors at Rogers, High School, 64 exterior doors at Rogers, 
and several portables at each high school.and several portables at each high school.

Security improvements would also reduce Security improvements would also reduce 
hiding spots throughout the campuses, hiding spots throughout the campuses, 
add security cameras, bring core facilities add security cameras, bring core facilities 
closer in proximity to the main building, closer in proximity to the main building, 
install video intercom buzz-in systems install video intercom buzz-in systems 
for building entry, upgrade vestibules to for building entry, upgrade vestibules to 
ensure control of visitors on campus, and ensure control of visitors on campus, and 
upgrade intercom and visual notifi cation upgrade intercom and visual notifi cation 
alerts.alerts.

Educa� onal programsEduca� onal programs
Classrooms are not one size fi ts all. In 
some cases, standard classrooms do not 
meet current educational specifi cations for 
the instructional needs of programs.

Some Career and Technical Education 
courses lend themselves to regular class-
rooms, while other CTE programs have 
specifi c safety, space, and equipment 
requirements to help students prepare for 
the future.

Special Education classrooms have phys-
ical needs for access, equipment, and 
bathrooms. Collaboration is easier when 
classrooms are in close proximity.

Athletic facilities do not currently have 
enough space to meet health/fi tness and 
athletic needs. 

Dedicated science spacesDedicated science spaces
Providing upgraded science facilities at 
Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker was high on 
the Bond Advisory Committee’s list when 
they recommended high school improve-
ment projects to the school board last 
June.

Puyallup and Rogers do not have a dedi-
cated science lab. At Puyallup High School 
biology classes take place in the pool 
building. There are three chemistry class-

Each year the O�  ce of Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion releases an annual Report Card on the state, districts, 
and individual schools highlighting assessment data, de-
mographics, and accountability data. � e Puyallup School 
District uses this information to design professional de-
velopment, drive instruction, and monitor student growth 
towards increasing student achievement. 

Please visit https://washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12.
wa.us/ReportCard/ViewSchoolOrDistrict/100207 for 
more information. For information on National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress (NAEP), visit this link
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/assessments/

rooms in three different buildings. 

Some labs cannot be done at Puyallup and 
Rogers due to the lab environment require-
ments. For example, certain chemicals are 
not allowed in a classroom.

The Emerald Ridge science lab is unique in 
that it is a centralized lab where teachers 
schedule lab time and then simply show 
up with their students. The lab is prepped 
and ready for them, and they don’t worry 
about having to spend time before or after 
school working on it. This allows teachers 
to do labs more frequently. The lab setup 
is an effi cient, safe, and high-quality space 
for students to experiment and learn.

Classroom space for enrollment growth
New school attendance boundaries are in 
place this school year. Four new/rebuilt 
elementary schools opened to accomo-
date the growing community. Three junior 
highs are in the process of expansion. 
Current enrollment projections indicate an 
increase of 800 high school students by 
the year 2024.

When will the projects be completed?

If approved, Emerald Ridge and Walker 
High School would be completed by Sep-
tember 2022. Puyallup and Rogers are 
scheduled for completion in September 
2023.

How is a school bond diff erent from a 
school levy?

A school bond is used to build, expand or 
remodel school buildings. An education-
al programs and operations levy helps to 
fund daily operations that are not funded 
by the State. They may include additional 
classroom teachers, instructional aides, 
nurses, textbooks and learning materials, 

support for technology, arts, music, athlet-
ics, maintaining school playgrounds and 
playfi elds, school breakfast and lunch pro-
grams, heating, plumbing, health, safety, 
fi re alarm, and security systems.

What are the elec� on requirements?

The bond requires a 60 percent superma-
jority to pass. Turnout must be at least 40 
percent of the previous general election.

What is the cost to homeowners?

The tax rate in 2020 (including bonds and 
levies) is estimated to increase from $4.31 
to $4.35 per $1,000 of 
assessed valuation, which is a difference 
of four cents. The owner of a home valued 
at $300,000, for example, would pay about 
$1,305 per year in school property taxes or 
$108.75 per month.

Are some residents eligible for tax exemp-
� ons?

Yes. A program is available to citizens who 
are at least 61 years old, or retired from 
regular gainful employment by reason of 
a disability, with an income of $40,000 or 
less. The Pierce County Assessor-Treasur-
er’s Offi ce administers this program. 

How can I learn more?
Visit www.puyallup.k12.wa.us

Emerald Ridge High School proposed bond improvements

Walker High School 
proposed bond improvements

Welcoming st�dents on the fi rst day of the 2019-20 school year!

Ferrucci Junior High students (from left ) Ella O’Rourke, Eva Swecker, Kala Cargile, Petra Camire were among 
more than 22,500 Puyallup students returning to school on September 4, 2019.
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       Puyallup proud:  Four new elementary schools open September 4, 2019

Dessie F. Evans Elementary

Firgrove Elementary

Thank you voters!

Northwood Elementary

Sunrise Elementary
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